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I lo ved  M ichael C arro ll's beau tifu l
"M o o n  B a s e "  o n  th e  c o v e r o f th e
N ov./D ec. 1995 Ad Astra, but I am  sur-
prised that you did not m ention that it
represents a bit of a coup for Ad Astra. It
was Ad Astra that, five years ago, first
proposed the kind of lunar settlem ent it
shows. Since Clementine, it has suddenly
com e into general acceptance as a likely
sc e n a r io . T h a t m u s t b e  a  "P o w e r
Tower" in the m iddle of the picture, like
the ones proposed in A lan W asser's artic le
o f that n am e in  the O cto ber 19 90
issue. A s far as I know, that was the first
suggestion of a settlem ent on a perm a-
nen tly sun lit lunar po lar m ountain top
w ith a solar power collection tow er and
h o p e fu lly  ice  in  n earb y p erm a n en tly
shadowed craters.
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